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Nesting bald eagles (Haliaeelus iencocephah)  have
been monitored in Texas  since the 196Os, at which time
there were an estimated 5 known active nesting territo-
ries. In the 1070s.  efforts were increased to find and doc-
ument active nesting territories. From 1075  to !OOO  the
number of known active nests increased from - to 78%
respectiveiv.  This increase was due to a comhimuion of
an increasing bald eagle population. an increase in agencp

effort. and 3n increase in public ;IwareneSs  ;md reporting
O f  JICStS.

The nesting population of halt1 e:u$s  is estimated
using aerial ;Ind ground surveys of known and ~lewly

reported bald  eagle nests. Surveyi are conducted xnnually
janu;q  through April. I)ata  collected includes nest loc:t-
tion. general site description. activity status, productivity,
and estimated hatching date. These data are used esten-
sively  to aid in the preparation of’ environmental impact
assess~i~ei~ts for development projects in areas of kiiown

nesting ;tctivitv.
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We have 31~0  crcatctl  an alligator snapping turtle  question-
nzirc  tlY&t  is being distributed to state natural resource
personiiel, which may give us additional site records and
morpltological mc3surements  for alligntor snappin  turtles.
?&tseum  2nd  published records indicate that alligator
sn:q)ing  turtles are  known front  the Sulphul: Cypress,
Sahine,  Neches, N&es-‘l’rinit~,  Trinity, San Jacinto,  San
Jacinto-Hrazos  ml possibly the Red River drainage. There
is a record  from Red River  County but  we do IIOL know if
this turtle is from the Red or the Sulphur River drainage.
A record from the S;m Antonio River in the  ISOOs  is proh-
ably ;I  mistake. A fossil record of the alligator snapping
turtle has Ixen found in the Brazes River. There is a pos-
sible Brazes River site record (a photo~rxpl~)  of an alliga-
tor snapping turtle. A fisheries biologist from Texas A&M
University took the photograph but  we have not yet
obtained it. This would  be significant in that the record
would extend the present range of ;dligator snapping tur-
tles to the Brazes River drainage.

We have surveyed all the major river drainages
where alligator snapping turtles historically occurred
except  for the San Jacinto. Thus far, we have captured
31  xlligator snapping turtles (0.05  turtles/IO trap days)
mi  collected I roxi-killed specimen that will be deposited
in the ‘Texas Cooperative Wildlife Collection at Texas A&M
University. Where surveys have been completed, we have
captured alligator snapping turtles in all drainages where
they historically occurred except for the Sulphur and possi.
bly ihe Red River dratnages.  The Sulphur River drainage
(White  Oak Creek) w:ts inadequately surveyed due to theft
of most  of our hoop nets. also, we did not catch alligator
snapping turtles in the Red River drabge  and we have
not yet determined if 2 recent record is from the Red or
the Sulphur River. There were no turtles caught in the
Navasota  River, part of the Urazos  River drainage, outside
the  known rqe of allig&tor  snapping turtles. Also, alliga-
tor snappinS turtles have been  captured St sites above and
helow  LiGngston  Reservoir. Texas  in the ‘Trinity River
draiiqe.
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